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The Southern Nevada Water Authority has cultivated mutually beneficial relationships 
with international agencies to identify solutions to common challenges.  
 
Mekorot, Israel’s national water company, was formed in 1937 to provide water for 
communities and businesses in desert surroundings much like those of Las Vegas. 
Through necessity, Mekorot has become a world leader in water management. 
 
So, in addition to promoting her ambitious flood control project, Patricia Mulroy, 
Southern Nevada Water Authority’s general manager, has gone international in her 
quest for solutions to her authority’s water needs. Mulroy has called Mekorot one of the 
world’s most technologically advanced water companies and visited its facility for the 
purpose of establishing cooperative programs.  
 
Although the Nevada water group ranges far and wide in its search for ways to better 
manage water resources, it has not neglected its home front efforts. It has developed a 
very imaginative and aggressive water conservation program — Water Smart. 
 
The Water Smart program provides rebates to help property owners convert water-
thirsty grass to water-efficient desert landscaping. Customers get a rebate of $1.50 per 
square foot of grass replaced with desert landscaping for the first 5,000 square feet. 
Each additional square foot gets a $1 rebate. 
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The Southern Nevada Water Authority projects a savings of 825,000 gallons of water 
per year for the average 15,000 square-foot conversion to water-smart landscaping. 
 
Nicole Lise, the water authority’s public information officer, said the community’s gallons 
per capita per day dropped from 240 in 2009 to 223 in 2009 and overall has fallen 35.7 
percent since 1990. Southern Nevada used about 32 billion gallons less water in 2010 
than it did in 2002, despite the addition of about 400,000 residents during that span. 
 
Water Smart is a program that has succeeded because the public bought into it, and the 
water authority should be congratulated on getting such excellent resident participation. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series of columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 
 

 


